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H ISTORY OF THE LUNC H
The Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch (LMBCL)
first took place in April 2008, hosted by the
Lord Mayor at Guildhall, the centre of the
City of London’s governance, ceremonial and
philanthropy. The concept was developed in
2007 by Michael Hockney, at that time a trustee
and committee chairman of the Army’s national
charity, then called The Army Benevolent
Fund, now ABF The Soldiers Charity. Through
Alderman (now Sir) Roger Gifford, a meeting
was arranged with the Lord Mayor-elect,
Alderman and Sheriff (now Sir) David Lewis.
The idea for a big fundraising event in the City
to support British Soldiers who were engaged in
current operations was put to David Lewis.

It would be a Civic and Guildhall event but with
a number of differences. A fixed price would give
access to unlimited curries and accompanying
drinks, there would be no seating plan, everyone
would serve themselves – and go back for
seconds as often as they wished! – and everyone
would sit on benches. David warmed to the idea
and gave the Lunch his unstinting support, as
he and Roger and every Lord Mayor has done
since 2008.
From the outset, the Lunch had a number
of purposes. First, to raise funds to support
Soldiers and former Soldiers, both Regulars
and Reservists, who have served in Iraq and
Afghanistan and their families.

Secondly, to raise awareness in the City
community of the role of the Armed Forces of
the Crown. A younger generation of City folk
may not be as aware as older generations are of
the dedicated service the military gives to our
country and the sacrifices they can be called
upon to make in the line of duty. Third, to build
awareness of the national charity that works
ceaselessly to support soldiers and
former soldiers and their families - ABF The
Soldiers’ Charity. Fourth, to emphasise to City
workers the breadth and depth of the City’s
philanthropy in support of those in society
who need help in many different ways. The
aspiration was that the Lunch would become
an annual event.
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TH E F IR ST YEAR
The 2008 Lunch, hosted by the Lord Mayor,
Alderman David Lewis, attracted 700 guests.
It was held in two large marquees in Guildhall
Yard as the Guildhall kitchens were out of
action at the time.
Some time earlier, His Royal Highness The
Prince of Wales had been approached by Michael
Hockney to ask if the Prince might become
involved in the Lunch; His Royal Highness
readily agreed to be our Royal Guest of Honour
for the first Lunch.
The curries were provided by Noon Products
of Southall, the largest manufacturer of Indian
meals for the grocery trade in the UK. The wines
and mineral water were provided by Berry Bros &
Rudd. The beer was provided by Cobra Beers. All
three suppliers generously donated their products
without any cost to the Lunch.
The first Lunch in 2008 contributed £143,000
to the Iraq and Afghanistan Fund of ABF The
Soldiers’ Charity.
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2009 TO 2017 –
THE NEXT NINE YEARS
Such was the success of the 2008 Lunch – not just financially – there was
a good deal of encouragement from the Corporation and the City to make
the Lunch an annual event.
For the 2009 Lunch we were able to move into Guildhall itself. The CoChairmen, David Lewis and Michael Hockney and Roger Gifford were
delighted that the LMBCL quickly became so firmly established. As
Alderman Jeffery Mountevans, now Lord Mountevans, said during his
year as Lord Mayor, ‘we have established a new tradition in the City and
Corporation calendar’.
Each year the attendances have grown and large sums of money have
been added from the LMBCL to the Iraq and Afghanistan Fund, ranging
from just over £100,000 in 2009 to £218,000 in 2016.
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GUILDHALL – ENTIRE TAKE OVER
By 2016 the Lunch had grown to the extent that
we were using all the principal rooms at Guildhall
for the Lunch. Every year since the launch year,
Noon Products has provided the most delicious
curries.
Lord Noon was a founder member of the
Committee and, until his death, played a very
active role in supporting the Lunch. We are all
delighted that the company that owns Noon
Products, Kerry Foods, is equally committed
to the Lunch; Noon Foods’ CEO is an active
member of the LMBCL Committee.
Cobra Beers has done the same, providing Cobra
for every Lunch. Lord Bilimoria, the Chairman
of Cobra Beers is equally committed to the
Lunch and was also a founder member of the
Committee; his wife now sits on the Committee.
Berry Bros & Rudd, under the leadership of its
chairman, Simon Berry, provided the wines and
water for the first three years. Then for three
years, the wines and water were provided by
Corney & Barrow, with the enthusiastic support
of its Managing Director, Adam Brett-Smith.
Since then, Private Cellar has provided the wines
and water; the Managing Director, Andrew
Gordon and fellow Director, Laura Taylor, both
sit on our Committee.
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LAUNCH OF THE GARDEN
BY THE GARDENERS’ C OMPANY
An innovation at the 2016 Lunch created by the
Gardeners’ Company to mark the hundredth
anniversary of the Battle of the Somme.
With the ent husiastic support of the Gardeners’,
a themed garden has become a feature of all
subsequent Lunches. In 2018 the garden moved
out into Guildhall Yard so that it could ‘speak to’
a much wider audience - those who walk through
the Yard every day.
For the 2020 Lunch, the garden was based upon
the theme of Snakes and Ladders. This relates
to the ups and downs experienced by veterans
whilst going through the Pain Management
Programme run by the King Edward VII
Hospital. The garden was installed in early
March and was due to run up until the Lunch
in April but was taken down earlier due
to the global pandemic.

a b f t h e s o l d i e r s’ c h a r i t y

WIDENING OUR
SUPP ORT FOR
THE MILITARY
C OMMUNITY
Every year the outgoing Lord Mayor and
Lady Mayoress, the Co-Chairman and the
Committee reviewed the Lunch.
In a conversation involving Aldermen
Andrew Parmley, Charles Bowman, Peter
Estlin, William Russell and Vincent
Keaveny and the Co-Chairman, Mr Michael
Hockney, we came to the conclusion that the
Lunch would continue to focus on veterans
of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan
and their families but we would do so for all
members and former members of the Armed
Forces of the Crown and their families.
The two other national service charities
were approached. Both the Royal Navy
& Royal Marines Charity and the Royal
Air Force Benevolent Fund welcomed the
opportunity to benefit from the profile and
proceeds of the Lunch; they quickly became
involved. £180,000 was raised at the 2018

Lunch, bringing the total raised since 2008
to over £1.9 million.
From 2019 – 2021, we made the decision
for the Lunch to focus the funds raised
on a specific and worthwhile theme –
employability. The Lunch will provide
financial support for veterans to take part in
a programme designed to help prepare them
for employment. This is in partnership with
the King Edward VII Hospital’s Centre for
Veterans’ Health and their six month Pain
Management Programme. The Lunch will
fund, as part of The Soldiers’ Charity grantgiving, up to 18 veterans on this programme
from 2019 – 2021. It will cost up to £120,000
each year, which will still leave us with a
significant sum to fund other programmes
that support employment and employability
and the wider work of the three National
Service Charities.

SUPPORTING ALL
MEMBERS OF
HER MAJESTY’S
ARMED FORCES
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2020 & THE IMPACT OF
THE C ORONA VIRUS
In March 2020, the Co-Chairmen, in
consultation with the Remembrancer, made the
disappointing but necessary decision to cancel
the 2020 Lunch. Back then - what seems like
a lifetime ago and in another world - with four
weeks left to go before the day of the Lunch, it
was looking as if the 2020 Lunch might even
exceed the record sum raised at the 2019 Lunch.
Tickets were selling very well, both individual
ones and for groups of ten or more.

The levels of sponsorship from the Livery
Companies, Ward Clubs and City businesses
was well up on 2019. More Livery Companies
than ever before were taking part. Many had
upped their sponsorship. Six Livery Companies
had each committed to sponsor the full cost
of an individual veteran through the Pain
Management Programme (PMP) at the King
Edward VII Hospital’s Centre for Veterans’
Health, our principal benefitting charity for the

years 2019 to 2021. Eight Livery Companies were
running stalls. One Livery Company had already
held its own fundraising event and sent us the
proceeds.
We had a fantastic array of prizes for the
Silent Auction and the Draw. Eight authors
had agreed to sign and sell their latest books.
The Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress had
designed their own unique cocktails to be sold
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at the Cocktail Bars. Our array of very generous
sponsors-in-kind was in place, providing so
much at no cost whatsoever to the Lunch. The
Guildhall complex was ours again at no cost,
thanks to the support of the Corporation.
As a result of all of this, the Committee was
quietly confident that we might well exceed last
year’s record sum of £250,000 to hand over to
the three national service charities for onward
distribution to veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan
and their families.
As soon as the decision to cancel was made,
thirteen different letters were penned from
the Co-Chairmen, which were sent out by our
excellent staff team at ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
by post and/or email, to over 2,500 individuals
and organisations connected in some way

with the 2020 Lunch, whether as Committee
members, Vice Patrons, commercial and private
sponsors, Livery Company and Ward Club
sponsors and supporters, ticket purchasers, stall
holders, authors, volunteers and our team of
suppliers. We thanked them all for their support
and looked forward to everyone being involved
again next year in the 2021 Lunch.
In each letter there was a reference to the
veterans of all three of Her Majesty’s Armed
Forces waiting to go on the PMP at the King
Edward VII Hospital’s Centre For Veterans’
Health. We asked if everyone would consider
leaving their contribution in place and/or
turning their ticket purchases into a donation.
In this way, we could, hopefully, make it possible
for some veterans to go on the PMP over the
coming year.

The response was simply amazing and speaks
volumes about the Livery Companies’, Ward
Clubs’ and business community’s concern for
and commitment to the Armed Forces of the
Crown. As a result of everyone’s generosity, the
Co-Chairmen were able to announce that we
had sufficient funds to be able to commit to
funding up to eighteen veterans on the PMP.
This was one of our principal ambitions for
the 2020 LMBCL. That’s eighteen veterans
who will now be able to go on the PMP in the
coming months; the impact on them and on
their families will be truly transformational.
Income is still coming in, largely in the form of
Gift Aid from ticket purchasers who have turned
their ticket price into a donation. Once the PMP
veterans have been fully funded, any additional
income this year will go to support other
initiatives to do with veteran employment.
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WHO ATTENDS
THE LUNCH?
Those attending include:
◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

a member of the Royal Family as
our Royal Guest of Honour (in
previous years we have welcomed
The Prince of Wales on two
occasions, The Duke of Kent on
three occasions, The Princess
Royal, The Duke of Sussex on two
occasions, The Duke of York, The
Duke and Duchess of Gloucester
and Princess Eugenie)
the Chief of the Defence Staff, the
heads of the three Armed Forces of
the Crown and other senior serving
officers and warrant officers
retired Field Marshals and
Generals
the Secretary of State for Defence,
members of his Ministerial team,
members of the Defence Select
Committee and other leading
politicians from both Houses of
Parliament
the Masters and Clerks of the
many Livery Companies that
support us

◆

leading representatives from
the City’s Ward Clubs that
support us

◆

Her Majesty’s Judges from the
Old Bailey

◆

City business and professional
leaders

◆

a smattering of sporting, film
and TV personalities

◆

mostly city workers who
sympathise with our objectives
and enjoy the occasion

◆

Regular and Reservist Soldiers
who have volunteered to help at
the Lunch

◆

Soldiers who have recently
returned from active service and

◆

beneficiaries of the charity, who
may be Serving Soldiers, Veterans
and their families.

It is always a privilege to meet the
Soldiers and former Soldiers, to hear
their stories of fortitude and to enjoy
their modesty and their sense of
humour.

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Duke of Kent
◆

◆

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Duke
of Kent
◆

◆

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Duke of Kent

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Prince of
Wales
◆

◆

◆

The first ever Lord Mayor’s
Big Curry Lunch was
hosted by the then Lord
Mayor, Sir David Lewis
The kitchens in Guildhall
Yard were closed for
refurbishment and so the
Lunch was held in a very
large marquee in Guildhall
Yard
Berry Bros. & Rudd
sponsored the wine for
the first Lunch and the
following two in 2009
and 2010

The first four Lunches
raised over half a million
pounds
Corney and Barrow
sponsored the wine for
the 2011 Lunch and the
following two in 2012
and 2013

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Prince of
Wales
◆

◆

◆

Cobra Beer estimated it had
donated 19,968 bottles of
Cobra Premium Beer and
1,224 bottles of alcohol-free
Cobra Beer to date
By 2013 Noon Products
estimated to have served
18,524 portions of Chicken
Tikka Masala, 15,408
portions of Tarka Dahl,
28,876 poppadums, 25,632
naans and 19,852 servings
of Raita
2012 Olympic Medal
Winners joined the Lunch
as Special Guests
The Coffee and Chocolate
stall opened in the Print
Room for guests after
Lunch for the first time

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Duke of Kent
◆

The Lunch opened its
support to veterans of
Afghanistan as well as Iraq

◆

The lunch was re-named for
one year in honour of The
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
It became ‘The Lord
Mayor’s Diamond Jubilee
Big Curry Lunch,’ with the
approval of Her Majesty.
The Diamond and
Champagne Bar opened
for the first time

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Duke of York
The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Princess Royal
◆

◆

For the first time a garden
was created on the daius
in the Great Hall to
commemorate the Battle
of the Somme
The Lunch re-branded its
logo to the one we use today

The Royal Guests of Honour
were TRH The Duke and
Duchess of Gloucester
◆

◆

◆

◆

The first seven lunches
raised over £1million in
total
The Lunch marked the
Centenary of the start of the
First World War
The Lunch expanded into
two extra Principal Rooms
in Guildhall - the Old
Library and Print Room
Private Cellar sponsored
the wine for the first time
(and has continued to do
so for each Lunch since)

◆

◆

The Author’s Stall was
introduced, where guests
could purchase signed
books from world renowned
authors
The Executive Committee
of the Army Board held
their morning meeting in
Guildhall and then joined
the guests for Lunch

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Duke of
Sussex
◆

◆

◆

The Lunch expanded into
another room in Guildhall the Livery Hall – meaning it
now used all of Guildhall’s
Principal Rooms
The Livery Companies
began selling items at the
lunch through selling stalls
in the South Ambulatory
The Watch and Cocktail
Bar opened

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH The Duke of
Sussex
◆

◆

The Lunch surpassed over
£2million raised since its
inception
The Lunch began
supporting the Pain
Management Programme
at King Edward VII’s
Hospital’s Centre for
Veteran’s Health for the
first of three years

The Royal Guest of Honour
was HRH Princess Eugenie
of York
◆

◆

The Lunch marked the
centenary of the end of the
First World War
The Lunch became a
tri-service event, raising
money for all three
National Service Charities –
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
the Royal Navy and Royal
Marines Charity and the
Royal Air Force Benevolent
Fund
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THANK YOU
FOR 2020
AND LO OKING
FORWARD
TO 2021
In what will be a very tough environment
for employment as a result of the Covid-19
pandemic, our funding will be particularly
important.
Mentioning just one of our greatest supporters,
Noon Products, which has supplied the delicious
curries for the Lunch since its inception in 2008,
the company has also been very generous. The
Noon Products Board has decided, given that
they would not be supplying curries for 1,800
paying guests and volunteers this year, to instead
fund a veteran through the PMP.
We all wish to thank the Board members of Noon
Products for their special contribution this year.
The Co-Chairmen would like to add a particular
’thank you’ to everyone involved for their
amazing support in so many ways.

